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[bookmark: _Hlk22825627]Policy Dialogue webinar outline
Enhancing the student experience
31 March 2021 
16.00 Uzbekistan/12.00 UK time
Duration: 1h 30 mins
Channel: Zoom managed by AdvanceHE
https://advance-he.zoom.us/j/97181171853?pwd=MU9FdHpwT1lLb0d3Qmx1Wnd5c2wwdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 971 8117 1853
Passcode: nn^4E= 


Partners: British Council, Ministry of higher and secondary specialized education of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Languages: English with translation into Russian 
Marcomms: British Council to coordinate with MHSSE

Audience:
· Ministry of higher and secondary specialized education of Uzbekistan
· HEIs VCs/PVCs
· HE project teams and business partners
· Uzbek academics, researchers and El Yurt Umidi scholarship beneficiaries 

Rationale: 

The British Council’s Higher Education programme in Uzbekistan responds to national higher education development Concept 2030 and strategic ambitions of the Government of Uzbekistan and strengthens bilateral partnerships for the longer-term sustainability, intensifying and diversifying links at institutional and national level. The programme is run in partnership with the Ministry of higher and secondary specialised education of the Republic of Uzbekistan and a number of important stakeholders. 

To contribute to large-scale higher education reform, capacity development and internationalisation objectives in partnership with the Ministry of higher and secondary specialised education of the Republic of Uzbekistan the British Council runs Higher Education for Employability programme. The programme aims to strengthen partnership with leading higher education institutions and quality assurance agencies to support national higher education reform. The project partners with AdvanceHE, UK around two core elements. At Policy level, ministerial knowledge sharing and advice in the areas of education reform policies and quality assurance in HE, data management and design and management of large scale transformation programmes; these are achieved though engagement in international debate (Education World Forum, Going Global), dedicated consultancies and webinars for the Ministry of higher and secondary specialised Education of the Republic of Uzbekistan and other key stakeholders ( this webinar is part of the series) as well as regulatory diagnostics to manage an increasingly autonomous system effectively. At institutional level our Change Academy engages with a number of HEIs in Uzbekistan to build capabilities and know how in staff across the organisations which is applied in change projects aiming to contribute to QA reforms and improve graduate employability. 

Webinar outline:
Enhancing the student experience – the University of Derby perspective
Supporting and improving the student experience is critical to the success of higher education institutions.  Rated Gold in the Teaching Excellence and Student Outcomes Framework and Top 10 for Postgraduate Student Experience 2020, the University of Derby has adopted the Advance HE Student Success Framework, with the aim to support the broader aspects of learning and teaching in a more holistic, integrated and innovative manner.  
This session will explain the University of Derby’s rationale and approaches to delivering on its commitment to the student experience and how through collaboration, sharing and learning from best practice, it is driving forward the agenda to ensure students graduate with the skills, knowledge, experience and attributes to enable them to fulfil their ambitions. The sessions will also set out the next steps for the University in embedding the Student Success Framework, and how this approach has positioned the University at the forefront of the sector.
The session will be led by:
Fiona Shelton, Head of the Centre for Excellence in Learning and Teaching – University of Derby and John Hill, Head of Library and Digital Learning – University of Derby
With Ben Brabon -  Senior Associate, Advance HE














Programme

	time
	what and who

	
16.00-16.15
	Opening remarks
Minister of higher and secondary specialised education of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Chair, Higher Education Council of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Intro and facilitation: Jamilya Gulyamova, Acting Director, British Council Uzbekistan

	
16.15-17.15
	Presentations by
[bookmark: _Hlk67498888]John Hill, Head of Library and Digital Learning, University of Derby
Fiona Shelton, 
Chaired by Ben Brabon, Advance HE Associate 

	17.15-17.30
	Q&A and summary





Panel speakers:

 Ben Brabon, Advance HE Associate
[image: ]Ben is recognised internationally as a pioneer of open online learning – as the convenor of the UK’s first undergraduate credit-bearing MOOC. Previously, as Advance HE’s Senior Adviser and Academic Lead for Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, he led Advance HE’s national research project on Building Higher Education Curricula Fit for the Future (2018) which examined the connections between the UK’s Industrial Strategy, 4IR and curriculum development in HEIs across the UK. He has recently held the role of Director of Learning and Teaching & Executive Director of Undergraduate Programmes at the University of Surrey and has worked with the UK’s Quality Assurance Agency, British Academy, British Council, the UK’s Department for Education, Swedish Ministry of Education, and Flemish Ministry of Education in Brussels.


Fiona Shelton, Head of the Centre for Excellence in Learning and Teaching, University of Derby  
[image: ]Fiona works with a dedicated team to engage staff and students in academic debate, discussion and activity generated by creative pedagogic practice and innovation to enhance learning and teaching. 
Fiona has worked in the education sector for 26 years. She graduated with a BEd (Movement Specialist) from Liverpool John Moore's University in 1994, and has maintained an active interest in creative approaches to teaching and learning throughout her career.  She came to the University of Derby in 2003 to work in Initial Teacher Education. In 2008 she was offered the opportunity to work in policymaking, advising the central government on the primary curriculum and additionally to lead a national research project looking at the impact of new curricula ideas on learning.  More recently, she has undertaken roles as the Head of Initial Teacher Education before undertaking the role as Head of Student Experience, where she was responsible for creating the University's Student Experience Framework, through collaboration with staff and students.  Now, as Head of the Centre for Excellence in Learning and Teaching, she is committed to ensuring an excellent learning experience which promotes student engagement and success.
Her current research is a narrative inquiry of the lived experiences of former pupils in Derbyshire primary schools from 1944 to 2009.  Other published papers include The Student Experience Framework: Enhancing the student experience through a framework for engagement, SEDA, Shelton, F. (2018).  Working with five other countries, Poland, Belgium, Madrid, Greece and Turkey, she is a lead academic in a conference consortium interested in international perspectives in education (IPiE). The successful inaugural conference was hosted at the University of Derby's Buxton campus in October 2018. She is a founding member of the International Perspectives in Education (IPiE) Scientific Committee.

John Hill, Head of Library and Digital Learning, University of Derby
[image: ]John is working across the University in partnership with staff and students to deliver an excellent Library service and embed and support the development of digital learning. John has over two decades experience working in Digital and Library services.
John leads and develops University-wide strategies and policies that ensure students have the highest quality Library service and digital-learning experience while studying at the University.
John is currently leading the implementation of an ambitious institutional Technology-Enhanced Learning Strategy (2017-2021) as it reaches its final stages to deliver excellence across four key areas: Digital Practice, Digital Capability, Digital Infrastructure, and a Data and Research-informed approach.  
As part of the strategy John has been researching the future vision of blended learning including published research. Defining the nature of blended learning through its depiction in current research. Higher Education Research & Development. Smith, K. and Hill, J. (2018). 
John has experience of teaching on the subject of digital learning, including 'effective online learning' and 'learning in a digital age'.
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